Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BOMBAY 00497 011119Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-06 NRC-05 ERDA-05 AID-05 10-13 
ACDA-07 NSF-01 JUSE-00 TRSE-00 SSO-OO ERDE-00 /053 W 

011125 089526/17 

O 011051Z MAR 77 
FM AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7112 
INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

CONFIDENTIAL BOMBAY 0497 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH IN 
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1 . J.C.SHAH, CHAIRMAN OF THE INDIAN ATOMIC POWER AUTHORITY, 

CONFIRMS THAT IN THE AUGUST/OCTOBER 1976 TARAPUR RELOADING 68 
FUEL ASSEMBLIES WERE LOADED. THIS ESTIMATE FIGURES IN THE LAST/ 
KIEFER REPORT FOR TARAPUR UNIT NUMBER TWO. 

2. UNIT NUMBER ONE IS NOW SHUT DOWN FOR WASTE DISCHARGE AND RE- 
LOADING. 28 LEAKERS AND ONE OTHER DEFECTIVE ASSEMBLY HAVE BEEN 
FOUND MAKING A TOTAL OF 29 ASSEMBLIES THAT CANNOT BE RELOADED 
INTO THE REACTOR. THE SIZE OF THE RECHARGE WILL DEPEND UPON THE 
LENGTH OF THE FUEL CYCLE WHICH WILL BE INDICATED BY A STUDY STILL 
UNDER PROGRESS. WHEN THE LAST/KIEFER REPORT WAS WRITTEN IT WAS 
ESTIMATED THAT 85 ASSEMBLIES WOULD BE REPLACED. THIS ESTIMATE OF 
85 WAS CONFIRMED IN A LETTER FROM J.C.SHAH DATED DEC 17TH AND 
TRANSMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT AS BOMBAY 3297 (1976). IF THE SAME 
PROJECTED FUEL CYCLE IS TO BE ATTAINED BY THE CURRENT RELOADING, 
THEN 88 OR 89 NEW BUNDLES WILL HAVE TO BE INSERTED. HOWEVER, 

BECAUSE OF THE UNCERTAINTY REGARDING FUTURE FUEL AVAILABILITY 
AS WELL AS STORAGE SPACE, SHAH SAYS THAT IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE 
ATOMIC POWER AUTHORITY WILL OPT FOR A SHORTER FUEL CYCLE AND 
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THEREFORE A SMALLER RECHARGE, ONE AMOUNTING TO PERHAPS 72 NEW 
BUNDLES. HE BELIEVES HOWEVER THAT THE AUTHORITY WILL OPT FOR THE 
CONDITIONS PROJECTED IN THE LAST/KIEFER SCHEDULES SO HE EXPECTS 
THAT THE RECHARGE WILL BE IN THE HIGH 80'S. SHAH EXPECTS TO 
PROVIDE US WITH A DEFINITE FIGURE IN 7 TO 10 DAYS' TIME. 
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